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The following information is provided to establish the feasibility 

of developing an Agritourism Association along the Victory 

Highway in Grand County, Colorado.  Agricultural producers 

in the region will be offered founding membership and 

consumer membership will be decided after established. 
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Why use up the forests which were centuries in the making and the mines which 

require ages to lay down, if we can get the equivalent of forest and mineral 

products in the annual growth of hemp fields?  

Henry Ford 

“Hemp is of first necessity to the wealth & protection of the country."  

Thomas Jefferson 

 

"Make the most you can of the Indian Hemp seed and sow it everywhere."  

George Washington 

 

Agritourism Association 
 

Grand County, Colorado and the adjacent regions produce a variety of agricultural products.  

After the citizens of Colorado passed Amendment 64, the Colorado Department of Agriculture 

was authorized to regulate crops that have been prohibited thus far by the Federal 

Government.  In addition to the crops and livestock currently cultivated in our region, Cannabis 

is now legal to grow on Colorado farms with proper registration and licensing.   

 
Some varieties of Cannabis produce delta-9-tetrahydro-cannabinol, or THC.  The term hemp is 
used to distinguish plants that are grown outdoors and allowed to pollinate because the flowers 
do not produce THC (currently regulated at .2%)  True hemp is Cannabis sativa L.  Other 
varieties of cannabis have varying levels of THC and are cultivated in controlled environments 
to enhance the characteristics of certain strains.   
 
Research and development on crops that our founding fathers referred to as necessary are 
once again legal to cultivate in Colorado.  In addition to cultivation, research and development 
licenses are authorized by the Colorado Department of Agriculture.  Hemp has thousands of 
uses in products that derive ingredients from the seeds, oil, stalks, leaves, and stems of the 
cannabis plant.   
 
This report offers factual examinations of the uses for hemp and the markets available to the 
founding members of the Victory Highway Agritourism Association. 
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A BIT OF HISTORY TO UNDERSTAND WHAT CHANGED: 
 
In September of 1937, hemp became illegal throughout the United States.  How did it come to 
pass that the most useful crop known became known and outlawed as a drug.  The synthetics 
industry grew and our planet has been suffering ever since.   
 
The current laws against the cultivation of hemp can be attributed to three men, Henry J. 
Anslinger, Lammont DuPont, and William Randolph Hearst, who made growing hemp illegal. 
Anslinger was the head of the Federal Bureau of Narcotics, DuPont and Hearst were the 
owners of the largest chemical company and newspaper, respectively. Hearst began printing 
outlandish stories with headlines such as "Marijuana goads user to blood lust" and "Hotel clerk 
identifies Marijuana smoker as gunman". He also took advantage of the country's prejudice 
against blacks and immigrants by printing that marijuana-crazed negroes were raping white 
women and by painting pictures of lazy, pot-smoking Mexicans. DuPont's banker Andrew 
Mellon who happened to be Secretary of the Treasury under Herbert Hoover, also had a 
nephew-in-law, Henry Anslinger, who had the Marijuana Tax Law of 1937 passed allowing 
munitions maker DuPont to supply synthetic fibers without competition. 
 
These men succeeded in a conspiracy which ultimately added to the destruction of the 
environment, by them producing plastic and paper where hemp could have been more 
beneficial. In 1991 DuPont was still the largest producer of man-made fibers, while no citizen 
has legally harvested a single acre of textile grade hemp in over 50 years. The standard fiber 
of world history, America's traditional crop, hemp, could provide our textiles, paper and be the 
premier source for cellulose. The war industries of DuPont, Allied Chemical, Monsanto, and 
others have been protected from competition by the marijuana laws.  
 
ABOUT THE HEMP CROP 
 

 
 
 
 

Hemp is a commonly used term for high growing varieties of 

the Cannabis plant and its products, which include fiber, oil, 

and seed. Hemp is refined into products such as hemp seed 

foods, hemp oil, wax, resin, rope, cloth, pulp, paper, and fuel. 

Approximately 44% of the weight of hempseed is edible oils, 

containing about 80% essential fatty acids, linoleic acid, 

omega-6, alpha-linolenic acid, omega-3, in addition to gamma-

linolenic acid, omega-6  and stearidonic acid, omega-3. 

 Proteins are the other major component. Hempseed's amino 

acid profile is "complete" when compared to more common 

sources of proteins such as meat, milk, eggs and soy.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cannabis_sativa_Koehler_drawing.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannabis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essential_fatty_acid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linoleic_acid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omega-6
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alpha-linolenic_acid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omega-3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gamma-linolenic_acid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gamma-linolenic_acid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omega-6
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stearidonic_acid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omega-3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amino_acid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amino_acid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soy
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CLIMATIC REQUIREMENTS 
 
Hemp is well adapted to the temperate zone and will grow under a wide range of 
environmental conditions. Hemp grows best when mean daily temperatures are between 60o-
80o F, but will endure colder and warmer conditions. Hemp grows quite well at relatively low 
temperatures, and young seedlings will tolerate some exposure to frost. Because of this, hemp 
can be planted earlier than corn in most areas and will develop a closed canopy early in the 
season allowing increased light interception and rapid growth.  The best fiber producing hemp 
varieties require about 4 months without killing frost.  Seed selection by strain is imperative. 
 
MOISTURE 
 
Hemp requires average moisture throughout the growing season, particularly while young 
plants are becoming established during the first six weeks of grow. After they are well rooted, 
plants can endure drier conditions, however, severe drought hastens maturity and produces 
dwarfed plants. Studies in Europe indicate that hemp requires 20-28 inches of available 
moisture for optimum yield, and that 10-14 inches of moisture should be available during the 
vegetative growth stage. These amounts include both precipitation and available soil moisture. 
Crop water use will vary depending on local soil, climatic, and cultural conditions.  
Hemp has been grown successfully under irrigation in Turkey and Chile. While hemp grows 
well on soils with high water-holding capacity, good soil drainage is also important to maximize 
hemp production.  
 
 
WEED CONTROL 
 
When grown under favorable conditions, hemp is very competitive with weeds, and no 
herbicides are generally used in fiber hemp production. Many authors have commented on the 
exceptional ability of hemp to suppress weed populations.  Weed suppression with minimal 
pesticide use is potentially one of the greatest agronomic and environmental benefits of 
growing hemp in rotation with other crops. The use of hemp to suppress weed populations 
may offer conventional and organic growers an effective alternative to current weed control 
practices. Recent commercial experience in the U.K. has shown that with proper timing of 
planting, weeds can be almost completely suppressed during the hemp growing season. 
Uneven stand establishment or planting too early, which may lead to stunting of hemp 
seedlings by cool weather, can allow spring weeds to compete with hemp (Low, 1995b). Weed 
suppression by hemp is the result of direct competition with weeds during the hemp growing 
season, however, and weeds will begin to grow again after the hemp crop is harvested. 
Residual weed suppressing compounds have not been reported in the soil following hemp 
production.  
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PRODUCTION STATISTICS 
 
The Hemp Industries Association, the HIA, is a non-profit trade association consisting of hemp 
businesses.  In the report from March 3, 2014, the HIA collected market research from SPINS, 
a leading information provider for the natural and specialty products industry.  Note that 
several retailers do not provide sales data and they include key establishments like Whole 
Foods and COSTCO.  According to the report, hemp retail sales are steadily rising with a 24% 
increase from 2013 to 2014.  The HIA reviewed sales of clothing, paper, auto parts, and 
building material and estimates that the total retail value of hemp products sold in the US in 
2013 to be over $581,000,000.  For a full view of the Farm Bill legislation that will help to 
increase distribution and sales can be viewed at http://VoteHemp.com/legislation .   
 

 
 

 

Net Hemp Harvest in Canada per Canadian Hemp Trade Alliance
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The graph represents net 
gain in US$ per acre.  The 
information regarding the 
hemp net per acre includes 
data for oil, seed, fiber, and 
byproducts of hemp. Other 
crop data  is provided by the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture from 2010 
 

http://votehemp.com/legislation
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100 Founding Members offer $10,000 each in financial support or asset contribution that 

is included in the asset mapping project as decided by the founding members. 

Only 100 Founding members will receive profit or dividends. 

Only 100 founding members can vote on issues. 

Founding members elect the first Board of Directors to guide the Association in setting 

the agendas with foremost consideration to reviewing proposals for the asset mapping 

project.   

The Agritourism Association will be established by a Democratic Charter and be guided 

by the rules as prescribed by the International Cooperative Alliance as numerated 

below: 

1. Voluntary & Open Membership  
The Victory Highway Agritourism Association is a voluntary organization, open to all 
persons able to use the goods & services and willing to accept the responsibilities of 
founding membership.  

2. Democratic Member Control  
The association is a democratic organization controlled by the founding members. In 
general, members have equal voting rights (one member, one vote).  

3. Member Economic Participation  
Members contribute to and democratically control the capital of the association. They 
receive compensation on capital contributed as a condition of membership. Profits are 
allocated to reserves and/or are used to benefit members in proportion to their 
transaction with the association.  

4. Autonomy & Independence  
Democratic control by the members must be maintained in all contracts that the Victory 
Highway Agritourism Association enters into.  

5. Education, Training & Information  
An information officer will coordinate education and training for the members and staff to 
help them fully participate in democratic control and development.  

6. Concern for Community  
While focusing on member needs, the Victory Highway Agricultural Association will work 
for the sustainable development of their communities.  It will uphold the highest 
standards in establishing good business practices within the community. 

 

  


